			

IB Diploma Programme Handbook

EIFA Mission Statement
EIFA is an independent, international, secular school providing
an English-French bilingual education. EIFA takes a child-centred
approach to learning and encourages the linguistic diversity of its
students – developing responsible global citizens and promoting
multicultural understanding through study in at least two languages.

Madame Zurbach
Head Teacher
“EIFA is a truly extraordinary school and I feel privileged to be its
Head teacher. The school has a team of energetic and enthusiastic
teachers, dedicated to offering a rich educational experience
with interesting projects and high-quality teaching, as well as a
highly able administrative team, with the wellbeing of students
at its heart.
I’m excited about the future of EIFA. With the prospect of the IB
Diploma starting in September 2020, we look forward to a future
of growth and development.”
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Mr Stéphane Kuhn
Deputy Head Teacher
“EIFA International School is a diverse, international learning
community where expectations and standards are high. Our
students make amazing progress in terms of learning and
developing their creativity and understanding of the world. The
team at EIFA is committed to ensuring that our students are
academically, socially and emotionally prepared for the future.
I am very proud of our school, its philosophy and mission
statement. As the Deputy Head Teacher, I am fortunate to work
alongside a great team of teachers, teaching assistants and
support staff, all committed to the very best standards in teaching
and learning. We believe in the development of the ‘whole child’
as an individual and we equip our students with the skills and
qualities needed to become responsible citizens of the world.
We are an ‘all-inclusive’ school. We accept students of all abilities and we consider it our mission to equip
them with 21st Century skills.”

Mrs Catherine Faure
Pedagogical Coordinator for the Senior School
“As the Pedagogical Coordinator for the Senior School, I contribute
to the development of an effective organisation at EIFA and facilitate
positive relationships between all members of staff. I initiate and
implement exciting events (such as Jeans for Genes–Telethon or
Press Week) and cross-curricular projects in line with the values
and goals of the school and the IB.
I have over 20 years of experience as a qualified teacher in History
and Geography, in state and independent secondary schools in
France and the UK, where I have taught French and IGCSE curricula.
I joined EIFA upon the opening of the Senior School in 2015. My
career has led me to embrace a large variety of specialisations,
from tailoring programmes for high potential teenagers to having
been the SENCo at EIFA.
I am passionate about learning and helping students build bridges between subjects, to get a better
understanding of the world and encouraging their open- mindedness.”
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EIFA Values
Most parents would agree it is vital that our children grow up with an openness to and a deep acceptance of
different cultures. This must start with language. It is language that frames our lives and by being bilingual, we
gain an insight into other cultures. Language skills are also a powerful springboard when it comes to gaining
admission into the most prestigious universities and workplaces.

At EIFA, we:
•

foster open-minded and flexible citizens of the world who will find themselves at home in more than
one culture; communicate in more than one language, understand the views of others and how these
are shaped and mix with people of a range of backgrounds and cultures

•

offer a broad, balanced curriculum delivered in at least two languages, designing school experiences to
develop and showcase each child’s talents, meet challenges, pursue and expand interests, allay fears
and realise hopes and dreams

•

encourage students to reflect on and accept responsibility for their own learning, by presenting
opportunities for inter-disciplinary research projects where they explore subjects of interest, employing
critical thinking skills to select, analyse and evaluate different sources of information in order to offer
solutions to the issues raised in class discussions

•

equip each student with the requisite tools to achieve their potential, by pursuing an internationally
accredited bilingual education

•

provide an internationally recognised and rigorous pre-university programme, which will encourage
learners to acquire social as well as academic skills, and foster a desire to promote peace and
understanding in our world.
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Introduction
EIFA International School welcomes the new decade as a time of growth and expansion, as the Senior School
adds the International Baccalaureate® (IB) to its curricula.

EIFA’s IB Coordinators
DP Coordinator
The DP Coordinator at EIFA is Mr Mark O’Brien. Mr O’Brien has 25 years’
experience as a teacher. He has worked in a variety of educational settings,
beginning his career in adult education, wherein he taught Psychology for
nearly 7 years. Moving into the Secondary sector, Mr O’Brien taught English
and Media Studies in a successful boys’ school in South-East London. Always
seeking new challenges, Mr O’Brien then moved onto the international circuit,
working in Botswana, the Cayman Islands, Turkey and Oman. Two of these
schools were IB World Schools, which has provided invaluable insight into
delivery of the IB Diploma Programme.

Theory of Knowledge (ToK) Coordinator
The IB Theory of Knowledge Coordinator at EIFA is Mr Cameron MacDonald;
he has 20 years of experience as an educator. Having attended university in
his native Canada, Mr MacDonald has also taught in the US and in Australia,
where he taught English, Literature, and Sociolinguistics, as well as Drama and
Theatre Studies as part of the Victorian Certificate of Education programme.
He is particularly interested in the cross-curricular potential of a course such
as ToK. As a pillar of the IB Diploma Programme, it provides the opportunity
for integration of critical thinking across all subjects and for innovative
collaboration amongst and between teachers and learners alike.

Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS) Coordinator
EIFA’s CAS Coordinator is Mr Mathieu Nioche. Originally from Bayonne, he
studied Physical Education and Sports Science, first in Southwest France then
in Paris. He practised athletics for years, participating in many competitions
including the Junior French Championships. He has now been a PE teacher
at EIFA for 7 years. In addition, he is also the Community Action Programme
Coordinator, a programme introduced for all children and students to allow
them to concretely experience and accentuate the EIFA philosophy that aims
to foster open-minded and flexible world citizens. He will guide IB students in
their CAS experiences.
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Extended Essay (EE) Coordinator
With over 30 years of teaching experience, working in places as diverse as
Africa, the Middle East, Europe, Australia and Indonesia, Mr Byekwaso has
taught Mathematics for the GCSE, iGCSE, GCSE 9-1, European Schools and IB
schooling systems. He has teaching experience with classes ranging from Year
7 to Year 13 in both state and independent schools. Previously, Mr Byekwaso
held the position of Subject Leader for Mathematics in a UK Secondary
Academy School.
Although the teaching and learning of Mathematics is a passion, he also brings
to the school experience in many outdoor pursuits, in both normal and emergency settings. Mr Byekwaso
personifies an international dimension to teaching, learning and exploring how dreams can become reality!

Librarian
Caroline Gourin is the IB Librarian at EIFA. Mrs Gourin has 20 years’ experience
as a teacher. She has worked 17 years in a vocational high school in the South
East of France as a French and English teacher. During this period, she was
involved in international programmes, including Leonardo which allows
students to train abroad in a European country.
In 2015, Mrs Gourin obtained a special grant from the French Ministry of
Education to develop her professional skills and completed her master’s
degree in French as a second language.
London has provided the opportunity to acquire more experience in different types of schools and to face
new challenges in a multicultural environment.

IB Learner Profile
The learner profile features prominently in all aspects of school life.
The IB views it as essential that the Diploma Programme be engaged with as more than an academic
curriculum. Students, as well as gaining an internationally recognised qualification, will grow as responsible
and committed young people, enthused with the knowledge and skills to make the world a better place for
all.
The IB Learner Profile identifies ten characteristics it aims to foster throughout the programme. It is not, in
itself, a method of assessment, but should always be at the heart of all that students hope to achieve.
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The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their
common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world.
As IB learners we strive to be:
We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and
research. We know how to learn independently and with others.
We learn with enthusiasm and sustain our love of learning
throughout life.

We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as
well as the values and traditions of others. We seek and evaluate a
range of points of view, and we are willing to grow from the
experience.

We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring
knowledge across a range of disciplines. We engage with issues
and ideas that have local and global significance.

We show empathy, compassion and respect. We have a
commitment to service, and we act to make a positive difference
in the lives of others and in the world around us.

We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyse and take
responsible action on complex problems. We exercise initiative in
making reasoned, ethical decisions.

We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination;
we work independently and cooperatively to explore new ideas
and innovative strategies. We are resourceful and resilient in the
face of challenges and change.

We express ourselves confidently and creatively in more than
one language and in many ways. We collaborate effectively,
listening carefully to the perspectives of other individuals and
groups.
We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness
and justice, and with respect for the dignity and rights of people
everywhere. We take responsibility for our actions and their
consequences.

We understand the importance of balancing different aspects of
our lives—intellectual, physical, and emotional—to achieve
well-being for ourselves and others. We recognize our interdependence
with other people and with the world in which we live.
We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and
experience. We work to understand our strengths and weaknesses
in order to support our learning and personal development.

The IB learner profile represents 10 attributes valued by IB World Schools. We believe these attributes, and others like
them, can help individuals and groups become responsible members of local, national and global communities.
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The Core
The IB Diploma Programme is built around a central core, which is comprised of:
•
•
•

Theory of Knowledge
Creativity, Activity, Service
Extended Essay

These three components are compulsory for all students and a Diploma will not be awarded without the
requisite evidence showing successful completion of these core subjects.

Theory of Knowledge (ToK)
Central to the IB philosophy, ToK explores the ways in which we know the extent and limitations of
what we can know, and the different kinds of knowledge.
The ToK Coordinator will ensure the subject’s core principles will feature prominently in all the subjects
of study.

Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS)
CAS is where students gain the opportunity to become involved in projects which will directly benefit
the whole community.
In this way, the IB lives up to its own philosophy of forming caring young people committed to improving
the world for all.

Extended Essay (EE)
The Extended Essay offers students the opportunity to engage with a subject on a deeper level.
Students choose their own topics and formulate their own research thesis. They also choose the tutor
who will act as their supervisor throughout the preparation, research and drafting stages.
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The IB Diploma Programme
Preparing students for success in higher education
and to be active participants in a global society
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The IB Curriculum
The Core elements of ToK, CAS and EE form the heart of the IB Diploma Programme. In the diagram above,
the Core elements are surrounded by the six subject groups, showing how these areas are linked to and
influenced by Tok, CAS and EE.
It is from these six groups that students select the subjects they wish to study. Students must choose one
subject from each group except Group 6: The Arts. Instead, they are free to choose a second subject from one
of the other five groups.
In total, students will have a schedule which is made up of the three Core subjects + the six subjects they have
chosen.

The IB Subjects offered at EIFA
As is clearly shown in the diagram, students have a choice of subjects from six groups. These groups are listed
in the left-hand column of the table below.
EIFA will offer a wider range of subjects, depending on student choice, staffing and facilities.

Subject Group

Subjects

Group 1: Language and Literature

Language and Literature in French and English

Group 2: Language acquisition

French, Spanish, German, English

Group 3: Individuals and societies

History in French or English

Group 4: Science

Chemistry, Biology and Physics

Group 5: Mathematics

Mathematics: analysis and approaches

Group 6: The Arts

Theatre, Art, Music

Students’ Subject Choice
Students must choose one subject from groups 1 - 5.
They then can either choose one subject from Group 6: The Arts, or they can choose one other subject from
the first five groups. Students should give careful consideration to their choice of subjects, especially if they
have a particular university to which they wish to go or they have a clear idea of their future career.
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Higher & Standard Levels
Each subject can be studied at one of two levels: Higher or Standard. As well as choosing six subjects, students
must also decide at which level they wish to study. They must keep in mind that it is a requirement of the IBO
that students study at least three subjects at Higher Level (HL) and three at Standard Level (SL).
However, if they so wish, a student can choose to study four subjects at Higher Level and two at Standard
Level.
Both levels are awarded the same number of points.
“HL and SL courses differ in scope but are assessed against the same grade descriptors, with HL candidates
expected to demonstrate the various elements of the grade descriptors across a greater body of knowledge,
understanding and skills.”

Marks Awarded
•
•
•
•
•

Each of the six subjects chosen by a student is assessed out of 7 marks.
The Core elements of Theory of Knowledge (ToK) and the Extended Essay (EE) can add up to 3 more
marks.
Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS) adds no marks to the total, however it is a mandatory core subject
which forms part of the diploma programe.
The total number of marks a student can achieve, then, is 45.
A Diploma will usually be awarded to those students who score at least 24 marks subject to all
requirements (including CAS) being completed.

The Bilingual Diploma
The IBO does offer a bilingual diploma.
IFA International School is recognised as a bilingual school, offering a broad curriculum of study in both French
and English. It is EIFA’s aim, therefore, to become one of the few schools in the U.K. to offer the possibility of
achieving the IB bilingual diploma.
There are only a limited number of ways in which a student may achieve this type of diploma.
1. EIFA intends to offer Group 1: Studies in Language and Literature in both French and English. If a
student chooses both these options, this would qualify them for a bilingual diploma.
2. It is also intended, at EIFA, to make History available in French and English. So, if a student chooses
to do their studies in Language and Literature in French and History in English, this would qualify
him/her/them for a bilingual diploma.
3. Likewise, if the student chooses French as their language of study for Language and Literature and
English for Group 4: Sciences, this too would qualify them for the bilingual diploma.
These options work the other way around. So, for instance, if a student chooses to study Language and
Literature in English, then studying either History or Sciences in French would qualify for a bilingual diploma.
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Choosing Subjects
When choosing which subjects to study, students should consider a number of factors.
The first consideration is, of course, the subjects offered by the school.
The second consideration when choosing subjects is the requirement of any particular university. If a student
knows which university they are likely to go to, it is necessary to ensure that their course selection meets the
entry demands of the institution.
The third factor which might impinge upon course selection is the students’ own preference for a future
career.

Career

Group 1

Group 2

Group 3

Group 4

Group 5

Group 6

Engineering

Studies in Language &
Literature:
French/ English

Any

History

Physics HL

Mathematics:
Analysis & approaches
HL

Chemistry
HL

Medicine

Studies in Language &
Literature:
French/ English

Any

History

Biology HL

Mathematics:
Analysis & approaches
HL

Chemistry
HL

Fine Art

Studies in Language &
Literature:
French/ English HL

Any

History HL

Any

Mathematics:
Analysis & approaches
HL

Visual Arts
HL

Architecture

Studies in Language &
Literature:
French/ English HL

Physics HL

Mathematics:
Analysis & approaches
HL

Visual Arts
HL

Any

History

Possible subject choices at EIFA for different career paths.
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Subject: Internal Assessment
Each IB course has its own requirements for success. This will usually involve some form of coursework plus
external examinations.
Coursework is any piece of work completed during the two years of the IB Diploma Programme and which will
be formally assessed as part of the final grade.
Group 1

Studies in Language & Literature:
all students prepare an individual oral, in which they must show how one literary work and one
non- literary body of work have approached a common global issue.
Higher level students must also produce an essay of between 1,200 and 1,500 words in
response to one literary work or one non- literary body of work.

Group 2

20%

Mathematics:
an individual exploration of an area of mathematics of between 12 and 20 pages.

Group 6

20%

Sciences:
a scientific investigation of between 6 and 12 pages in length.

Group 5

25%

Individuals & Societies (History):
all students must produce a Historical investigation into a topic of their choice
(2,200 words max)

Group 4

20%

Language Acquisition:
a recorded conversation with the teacher based on an extract from one of the literary works
studied. This is followed by a discussion on one or more of the themes from the syllabus.

Group 3

Percentage of
Course:

20%

The Arts:
Visual Arts
an exhibition of resolved artworks:
SL = 4-7 pieces with curatorial rationale of up to 400 words
HL = 8-11pieces with curatorial rationale of up to 700 words.
Music
A choice of one of the following:

40%

50%

1. ‘Creating’ (two pieces of work, including recording and written work)
2. ‘Solo Performing’ (recordings from one or more public performance(s))
3. ‘Group Performing’ (recordings from two or more public performances)
Theatre
Internally assessed:
A collaborative project in which students create and present an original piece of theatre to a
specified target audience.

SL = 35%
HL = 25%

Externally assessed:
Task 1: Solo theatre piece
For HL only - research a theatre theorist not previously studied, identify an aspect(s) of their
theory, then create and present a solo theatre piece (4-8 minutes) based on this aspect(s) of
theory

HL = 35%

Task 2: Director’s notebook
Choose a published play text not previously studied and develop ideas regarding how the
entire play could be staged for an audience

SL = 35%
HL = 20%

Task 3: Research presentation
Plan and deliver an individual presentation (15 minutes) to their peers, in which they present
and physically demonstrate their research into a convention of a theatre tradition they have
not previously studied

SL = 30%
HL = 20%
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Award of the Diploma
As well as the internal (coursework) and external (examinations) assessments, a student will fulfil the following
requirements in order to be awarded the Diploma:
•

CAS requirements have been met

•

The total number of points is 24 or more

•

There is no ’N’ awarded for any subject, ToK or the extended essay

•

There is no grade ‘E’ awarded for ToK or the extended essay

•

There is no grade ‘1’ awarded for any subject/level

•

There are no more than two grades ‘2s’ awarded (HL or SL)

•

There are no more than three grade ‘3s’ or below awarded (HL or SL) A minimum of 12 points on three
HL subjects

•

A minimum of 9 points on three SL subjects or 5 points on two SL subjects

The Library
EIFA’s Library, at Duchess House, has approximately 1,000 items, including books, magazines and multimedia
in English, French and Spanish.
The Library is fully stocked with the latest editions of the required IB textbooks for all subjects.
The IB Diploma is a truly international qualification and EIFA, always mindful of its commitment to furnishing
a holistic and global perspective, will provide students with access to the vast online resources provided
through AccessIt Library Management, the leading provider of library management systems in the UK.
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Building Relationships through the Library
EIFA’s librarian is committed to providing students with the richest possible learning experience. The Library
at EIFA has established relationships with outside providers, ensuring that whatever the research, students
will have access to the best resources available.

EIFA Partnerships
Marylebone Library
Marylebone, a member of Westminster Libraries, provides our students with free access to a 24/7 library
service which includes:
•

Quick reference & Encyclopaedias

•

Art & Design

•

Biography

•

Business

•

Learning & careers

•

Music and Performing Arts

•

Newspapers & Magazines

•

Social issues

The British Architectural Library
The British Architectural Library is home to the UK’s national architecture collections.
RIBA (Royal Institute of British Architects) Learning enables learners of all ages to get creative, think critically
and explore the architecture around them through workshops led by artists and architects.
La Mediathèque – Institut Français
Over 50,000 items about France in French and English, for both adults and teenagers in:
•

Humanities and Literature

•

Linguistics, History of the French Language

•

French newspapers and magazines

•

Audio-visual and multimedia centre

•

Archives on the Entente Cordiale and WWII

•

Europresse Database

•

E-books, films, music, exclusive podcasts
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The Virtual Learning Environment
The IB curriculum is intensive and students are busy with classes, coursework requirements and research.
Help, however, is on hand!
EIFA, like many IB World Schools, employs the leading virtual learning environment.
ManageBac is designed specifically with the IB in mind, though now it also incorporates both the Cambridge
IGCSE curriculum and A Levels.

ManageBac is where students find their class schedules, deadlines, course descriptions and teaching timelines
and term reports. ManageBac is the student’s first port-of-call to arrange meetings with the ToK and CAS
Coordinators and to keep up-to-date with extra-curricular activities.
ManageBac is also available as a mobile phone and tablet app.
https://www.managebac.com
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Academic Honesty
In line with the policy of the IBO, EIFA has developed an Academic Honesty Policy which students will be
expected to read and sign as a demonstration of their commitment to producing work which is entirely their
own.
In conjunction with the aforementioned ManageBac, EIFA will also employ Turnitin, which serves as the “only
comprehensive solution for preventing multiple forms of plagiarism, grading assignments, and safeguarding
your institution’s reputation.”*

https://www.turnitin.com/divisions/higher-education
							

© EIFA 2020 		

IB Handbook

17 of 17 pages

